Blending a love of classic country and Southern-fried soul -- a
fusion inspired equally by fellow modern mavericks Eric Church and
Chris Stapleton -- Luke Combs slyly updates these traditional sounds
with a hint of modern R&B. This combination, which flourished on ba-
llads, made Combs stand apart from both slick country-pop crooners
and bro country revelers, a distinction that helped him become a hit
right out of the gate.

His first single, 2016’s “Hurricane,” launched a series of five number
one Billboard Country Airplay hits in a row. “When It Rains It Pours,”
“One Number Away,” “She Got the Best of Me,” and “Beautiful Crazy”
-- all pulled from his 2017 debut album This One’s for You, the latter
pair coming from an expanded reissue of the record -- arrived over
the course of the next two years, a period that saw Combs become
one of the biggest stars in Nashville, a status cemented by his win of
the Country Music Associations’ Best New Artist award in 2018.

Luke Combs is from North Carolina, born in Charlotte and raised in
Asheville, where he moved when he was eight years old. As a tee-
nager, he played football and sang in vocal groups. While attending
college at Appalachian State -- the same school Eric Church attended
years earlier -- he decided to put his studies on the back burner so

he could concentrate on country music. Learning how to play guitar,
Combs amassed a catalog of original songs as he played shows

on a regular basis. When he was just shy of earning his degree, he
dropped out of college. After gigging regularly in North Carolina, he
headed to Nashville in 2014 to pursue a musical career.

In November 2016, “Hurricane” entered the Country Airplay charts,
reaching number one in early 2017. Its success set the stage for
Combs’ full-length debut, This One’s for You, which debuted at num-
ber one on Billboard’s Country Albums chart upon its June release.
Combs continued to gain momentum during the back half of 2018
thanks to the ballad “Beautiful Crazy.” Originally an internet sensation,
“Beautiful Crazy” became a smash on radio late in 2018, reaching
number one on the Country Airplay chart in March 2019; its success
was a factor in Combs receiving a G y Nomination for Best New
Artist in 2019. .

Combs teased out music fron
release of “Beer Never Br
sixth number one Country
Get, which arrived in Novembe
at number 0

A GOOD TIME TOUR

i o \ P e
e SV T O L RN L e S e

LINE DANCE ASSOCIATION MAGAZINE

By Stephen Thomas Erlewine

Pag. 29 31-03-2020




Combinando un amor por el country clésico y el soul
“Southern-fried”, una fusién inspirada igualmente por los
rebeldes modernos Eric Church y Chris Stapleton, Luke
Combs actualiza astutamente estos sonidos tradicionales
con un toque de R&B moderno. Esta combinacién, que
florecié en las baladas, hizo que Combs se distinguiera
tanto de los elegantes cantantes de country-pop como de
los fanticos del country, una distincién que lo ayudé a
convertirse en un éxito desde el principio.

Su primer sencillo, “Hurricane” de 2016, lanzé una serie
de cinco éxitos numero uno de Billboard Country Airplay
seguidos. “When It Rains It Pours”, “One Number Away”,
“She Got the Best of Me” y “Beautiful Crazy”, todos
extraidos de su album debut de 2017 This One’s for You,
el tltimo par proviene de una nueva versién ampliada.de
la grabacién - realizada en el transcurso de los siguientes
dos afios, un periodo que vio a Combs convertirse en una
de las estrellas mas grandes de Nashville, una situacién
consolidada por su victoria del premio de la Country Music
Associations’ Best New Artist award en 2018.

Luke Combs es de Carolina del Norte, naci6 en Charlotte
y crecié en Asheville, donde se mudé cuando tenia ocho
afios. Cuando era adolescente, jugaba al futbol y cantaba
en grupos vocales. Mientras asistia a la universidad en

el Estado de los Apalaches, la misma escuela a la que
Eric Church asisti6 afios antes, decidio dejar sus estudios
en segundo plano para poder concentrarse en la musica
country. Aprendiendo a tocar la guitarra, Combs acumulo
un catalogo de canciones originales mientras tocaba en
espectaculos de forma regular. Después de actuar regular-
mente en Carolina del Norte, se dirigié a Nashville en 2014
para seguir una carrera musical.

En noviembre de 2016, “Hurricane” entrd en las listas de
Country Airplay, alcanzando el nimero uno a principios de
2017. Su éxito preparo el escenario para el debut completo
de Combs, This One’s for You, que debuté en el-nimero
uno en la lista de albumes de country de Billboard en su
lanzamiento de junio.

Combs continud ganando impulso durante |a segunda
mitad de 2018 gracias a la balada “Beautiful Crazy”.
Originalmente una sensacién en Internet, “Beautiful

Crazy” se convirtid en un éxito en la radio a fines de 2018,
alcanzando el numero uno en la lista de Country Airplay en
marzo de 2019; Su éxito fue un factor por el que Combs
recibié una nominacion al Grammy al Mejor Artista Nuevo
en 2019.

Combs sacd musica de su segundo album con el lanza-
miento en mayo de 2019 de “Beer Never Broke My Heart”,
un sencillo que se convirtié en su sexto éxito nimero uno
de Country Airplay y What You See Is What You Get, que
lleg6 en noviembre de 2019 y entro en el Billboard 200 en
el nimero uno.
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