CHRIS STAPLETON

Artist Biography by Stephen Thomas Erlewine

A native of Kentucky -- he was born in Lexington and raised in the smaller Staffordsville -- he moved to
Nashville in 2001 in hopes of making it in country music. He signed a publishing deal with Sea Gayle Music
and started to work steadily, writing songs and paying bills through various jobs, and playing music all the
while.

Chris Stapleton appeared to be one of those overnight storybook sensations: a troubadour who came out of
nowhere to become a major star in the autumn of 2015 on the strength of his debut album, Traveller. Like
most overnight sensations, Stapleton had a long, hard road behind him.

He had been laboring behind the
scenes in Nashville for years,
leading the progressive bluegrass
group the SteelDrivers and working
as a professional songwriter, sco-
ring hits with George Strait (“Love’s
Gonna Make It Alright”), Kenny
Chesney (“Never Wanted Nothing
More”), Luke Bryan (“Drink a
Beer”), and Darius Rucker (“Come
Back Song”).

These tunes just scratched the
surface of Stapleton’s résumé: Brad
Paisley, Luke Bryan, Dierks Bent-
ley, and Tim McGraw all recorded
his songs, as did Adele, who cut “If
It Hadn’t Been for Love” as a bonus
track for her 2011 smash 21.

All these covers signaled a deep
reservoir of goodwill within the
industry for the songwriter, and this
goodwill bubbled to the surface in
the fall of 2015.

Suddenly, Stapleton was a hot property, receiving four Grammy nominations at the CMAs, and soon, all that
acclaim turned into sales, with Traveller reaching number one on the U.S. country charts and receiving a gold
certification from the RIAA, while “Nobody to Blame” became his first country radio hit. “Parachute” charted
even higher later in 2016.

And Stapleton spent the rest of that year working on his second album with producer Dave Cobb. Recorded
at Nashville’s RCA Studio A, From A Room was divided into two parts, with the first arriving in May 2017 and
the second following later that year. From A Room: Volume 1 wound up snagging the CMA for Album of the
Year prior to the November release of From A Room: Volume 2. It then won the Grammy for Best Country
Album the following spring.
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